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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 2,863 NA 2,653  717
1940 2,897 NA 2,501 752
1945 4,008 NA 4,065  584
1950 4,454 1,643 5,567 532
1954 6,369 1,813 6,429 607
1959 6,239 1,730 7,694 370
1964 6,029 1,761 3,629 142
1969 6,595 1,622 4,678 101
1974 6,317 1,373 3,118 (D)
1978 5,838 1,478 1,652 (D)
1982 5,212 1,367 1,228 81
1987 4,369 1,066 549 72
1992 3,622 1,071 267 40
1997 2,944 860 151 42

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 123 126 121

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 9,015 8,963 4,220
Grains 7,703 7,936 4,022
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 45 52 (D)
Other field crops ---- (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 463 735 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 107 37 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 2,426 2,712 2,712

Poultry and products (D) ---- (D)
Dairy products 1,944 1,985 1,906
Cattle and calves 405 644 707
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 66
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) ---- (D)
Other livestock and         
  products 35 (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 11,441 11,675 6,933

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 49 68 78

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 5 31 42 42 23 13 2 158
1978 4 27 43 37 24 13 3 151
1982 5 29 40 30 23 22 5 149
1987 10 14 29 23 27 18 4 121
1992 6 27 35 20 21 17 4 126

1997 2 20 39 30 16 16 ---- 123
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 65 67 59
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 56 59 64

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 2 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 5 10 5
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 29 22 19
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 32 33 39
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 27 30 24
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 26 29 36
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 53 54 56
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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KING WILLIAM
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

King William County is situated in the north-central tidewater
section of Virginia.  The county lies between the Mattaponi and Pamunkey
Rivers, which unite at West Point to form the York River.  Formed in 1702
from part of King and Queen, the county is named in honor of William of
Orange, who was then King of England. 

 The land area of King William is 176,288 acres, of which 32
percent, or 56,169 acres, was in farms in 1997.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 123 farms in the area, each averaging
457 acres in size and worth an average of $705,240, including land and
buildings. 

The topography of the county consists of a plain that drains into
bounding rivers and slopes  gradually to the southeast.  Elevations range
from 100 to 200 feet above sea level, and the county includes more than
111,000 acres of woodland.   The climate is mild,  with temperatures that
average 38 degrees in January and 77 in July.  A frost-free growing season
of roughly 193 days usually extends between April 15 and October 24.   The
annual average precipitation is 44 inches, with the heaviest rainfall occurring
during June, July, and August.

Agriculture is an integral part of King William’s economy, and
contributed $11.4 million in product sales in 1997.  Receipts from crops
(mostly soybeans, corn, wheat, and other small grains) accounted for 79
percent of total cash farm income in 1997.  Dairying led all livestock
enterprises and accounted for 17 percent of total receipts.  As much of King
William is wooded, the forestry industry provides an additional source of
income and employment.   There is also some seasonal commercial fishing
in nearby rivers.

 In 1990, the estimated total population was 10,913.  The total gross
personal income that year was $192.0 million, or an average of $17,576 per
capita.

West Point is the largest town in the county and the county seat is
at King William.  Two Indian reservations, the Mattaponi and Pamunkey, are
located in the county and contain together nearly 1,500 acres of land.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 919 109,731 21 22,571 9,782 7,434 556 NA 63,901
1940 697 105,276 26 22,484 8,903 4,799 NA NA NA
1945 726 105,237 34 21,404 7,075 2,376 6,351 NA 64,794
1950 528 92,247 55 20,151 5,008 4,637 4,340 NA 51,913
1954 526 93,559 75 23,347 1,876 5,184 3,176 NA 54,710
1959 370 89,810 84 23,118 2,862 5,057 3,217 NA 52,623
1964 248 80,235 145 23,515 2,612 4,532 2,353 3,460 32,726
1969 164 61,285 227 24,029 2,486 4,112 1,338 4,365 16,983
1974 2/ 158 55,612 587 24,956 1,310 3,210 5,439 3,096 14,273
1978 151 59,578 897 31,335 1,171 3,520 1,145 995 18,626
1982 149 65,119 920 38,246 392 2,003 1,134 3,659 16,075
1987 121 63,576 1,083 33,991 6,529 1,785 2,003 1,494 14,740
1992 126 59,326 1,315 36,189 2,422 1,617 5,985 1,408 10,607
1997 123 56,169 1,500 34,654 1,164 1,954 1,093 510 15,145
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 648 96,124 127 2,663 NA NA
1950 2/ 201 22,760 79 2,319 NA NA
1954 3/ ---- ---- 51 2,647 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 14 539 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 315 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 125 ---- ---- 10 7,182
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 9 3,000
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 5 665
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 5 2,510
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,486 14.9 156,102 2,979 10.3 30,648 1,708 NA NA
1940 9,603 17.5 167,987 1,973 11.6 22,909 NA NA 14,229
1945 7,929 20.0 158,365 2,564 15.6 40,099 NA NA 22,670
1950 6,280 32.8 206,038 2,414 16.8 40,644 4,245 17.4 73,892
1954 7,029 28.6 201,159 2,131 26.9 57,245 7,234 9.0 64,974
1959 2/ 7,021 49.2 345,179 2,098 25.4 53,229 8,835 22.0 194,514
1964 6,340 67.8 430,095 1,872 30.1 56,323 10,720 21.2 227,095
1969 8,444 74.4 627,922 2,608 55.8 145,434 8,641 26.3 226,849
1974 8,536 65.2 556,870 6,114 38.1 233,130 10,391 21.3 221,492
1978 11,715 90.8 1,063,882 2,727 38.0 103,516 14,459 30.5 440,894
1982 12,016 118.5 1,424,306 6,828 34.0 232,255 20,373 32.1 653,858
1987 10,031 77.0 772,031 4,805 44.4 213,561 16,999 21.4 363,801
1992 10,855 144.0 1,563,205 7,593 57.0 432,713 19,779 31.6 624,209
1997 10,751 97.0 1,043,166 9,696 68.7 665,709 17,341 19.4 336,876

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 106 886.2 93,941
1940 43 947.0 40,722
1945 48 1,211 58,141
1950 50 1,125 56,240
1954 36 1,044 37,600
1959 17 1,194 20,300
1964 17 1,638 27,844
1969 7 1,102 7,716
1974 NA NA NA
1978 NA NA NA
1982 NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA

NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 234 275 5,252 169 4,431 717 6,919 197 16,949 112 11,515
1940 395 370 9,656 455 12,053 940 10,582 134 9,307 98 9,849
1945 597 744 23,541 589 16,928 863 11,412 120 6,257 97 8,137
1950 279 842 25,912 402 14,248 460 5,130 70 8,301 46 7,611
1954 344 1,124 42,147 764 26,806 677 10,685 20 4,134 45 5,601
1959 137 1,029 35,727 1,130 49,675 365 6,267 1 121 47 7,480
1964 68 379 16,294 1,021 46,594 501 9,896 2 323 6 1,108
1969 74 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 57 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA 30
1978 180 128 5,097 2,180 107,540 (D) (D) NA NA (D) (D)
1982 89 83 4,760 3,161 184,187 66 1,759 NA NA NA NA
1987 38 NA NA 2,955 214,606 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 253 NA NA 4,842 364,308 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 138 38 2,966 2,911 226,784 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms .

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 5,834 183 323 748 677 683 560
1940 5,263 130 292 2,336 2,345 463 417
1945 5,497 311 911 1,860 1,738 774 817
1950 3,710 587 1,634 1,835 2,314 190 215
1954 3,673 877 2,712 1,429 1,537 390 638
1959 2,757 563 2,454 1,463 2,408 292 424
1964 2,207 571 893 1,083 1,723 384 724
1969 1,105 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 1,378 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 1,679 215 1,166 557 898 396 (D)
1982 1,443 339 1,725 503 987 450 (D)
1987 2,575 536 2,672 1,120 1,869 (D) (D)
1992 1,386 (D) (D) 603 1,451 412 1,401
1997 1,298 270 840 410 901 (D) (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

KING WILLIAM


